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Your Legacy – A brighter future for all people with disability
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“We are built on and continually shaped by the lived experiences of people with disability. We share our voice and aspirations with people everywhere. Our voice is international and universal!”
Why is a Will important?
Everyone needs a Will to ensure their loved ones, whether they be partners or spouses, children, dependents, or dear important friends, are properly provided for in the future. A Will means that a person’s assets go to the people whom they choose – not people chosen by the state.

Sadly around half of all Australians do not make a Will, despite intending to do so at some stage in their life. 
Why do I need a Will?
A Will is the only way you can be completely sure that your assets will go to the people you love, ensuring they are protected and supported into the future. 

Making a Will or bequest is not difficult or expensive, and will give you peace of mind in knowing that whatever the future holds, your wishes and preferences will be carried out as you desire.
A Will allows you to:

· Make arrangements for the guardianship of your children
· Distribute your estate and assets to family, friends and charitable organisations, if desired

· State whether you wish to be buried or cremates, and any other instructions relating to funerary arrangements 
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Who we are

· People with Disability Australia (PWD) is a Leader – it is Australia’s leading cross-disability rights and advocacy organisation. 
· PWD is Independent – PWD is non-government, non-political, and not for profit. We are not afraid to challenge governments, organisations, or corporations
· PWD is Cross-Disability - our membership and services are open to people with all types of disability.
· PWD is about Us – our Board of Directors is made entirely of people with disability and our primary voting membership is made up of Individuals with disability and organisations of people with disability.
· PWD is about You - We have a fundamental commitment to self-help and self-representation for people with disability by people with disability.
· PWD is Human Rights focused – we exist within the international human rights framework, and base all our work on the objects and principles enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
· PWD is about Justice and Inclusion – our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.
· PWD has a Proud Tradition - PWD was founded in 1980 in the lead up to the International Year of Disabled Persons. For over 30 years we have represented and advocated for people with disability at the local, state, national and international levels.
“All people are created equal and deserve to be treated as such.”
Who we help

PWD helps people with all kinds of disability in all aspects of life. 
Both through advocating on behalf of individuals and groups and through advising, consulting and critiquing policy-makers at the State and National level, PWD works to eradicate the daily injustices faced by people with disability.
PWD has achieved change in many key areas over time. These include:

· Housing: working for the deinstitutionalisation of people with disability 
· Employment: promoting accessible, inclusive workplaces and advocating for people in supported employment settings
· Transportation: lobbying for accessible rail and air transport, and fair transport support schemes
· Support for Indigenous people with disability: auspicing and promoting the Aboriginal Disability Network
· Support for people with disability in the Pacific region and PNG: building the networks and capacity of disabled peoples organisations
· Support for people with disability across the globe: contributing actively to regional and international initiatives such as the Biwako Millenium Framework and the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

How your Will can help others
When you write your will, your immediate family should be the first ones you consider when dividing up your assets.
However, for some people, making a bequest as part of their Will is also an important part of the legacy they leave for future generations. 
If you were to make a bequest to PWD, you would ensure that the work of the organisation continues into the future – and the fearless fight for equal rights, access, dignity and equality for all people with disability can continue until a just society is achieved.
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How do I make my Will?

You should have a Solicitor, State or Public Trustee or Trustee Company prepare your Will. This will make sure your Will is valid and that your intentions are clearly and legally stated. 
It is a simple, quick and often inexpensive process.

How can I leave a bequest to PWD?

You can leave a legacy to PWD by making a specific bequest, leaving your entire estate or leaving a percentage of the residue of your estate.

After making provisions for those you love, here are some options if you decide to leave a bequest to PWD.

1. Specific Bequest: You can give a specific type of gift, such as money, property, stocks or shares to PWD
2. Percentage or Fractional Bequest: You can leave a percentage or a fraction of your estate to PWD. This means that if your estate grows or is depleted by unforeseen circumstances, those you care about will not be disadvantaged.
3. Residual Bequest: After other personal beneficiaries have been considered, you can leave the whole of part of the residue of your estate to PWD, 

4. Whole Estate Bequest: You may choose to leave your entire estate to PWD
What if I already have a Will?

It is easy to update your will by adding a codicil. A codicil is a clause added to the current Will that could, for example, include a bequest and still complies with the legal requirements of your valid Will.

You should be aware that there are times when you may need to update your Will, due to changes in your circumstances. These might include marriage or divorce, births or deaths in the family, retirement or a major illness.

If this is the case, a new Will is generally required to take these changes into account and ensure your current wishes are met.

What can I do next?

We hope that this booklet has provided the information you require to make a decision regarding your Will and legacy.

There are a few steps you can now make if you wish to include PWD in your Will:

1. If you don’t already have a Will, you can use the suggested wording (overleaf) to make a bequest to PWD. You should then visit a Solicitor or other legal advisor to complete your Will and make it legally valid.

2. If you already have a Will, you can write a Codicil with a bequest to PWD, and give this to your Solicitor or other legal advisor to amend your Will.

3. You can contact PWD for an explanation of any of these processes or anything else relating to your Bequest. This can be done via email or phone – please see the contacts at the end of the booklet.
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Suggested wording for a bequest to PWD

We have included a suggestion here as to how you might wish to include PWD in your Will. You should visit a legal advisor to make sure you this is included in your Will and your wishes are carried out.

We have provided a number of options which you may wish to consider as your bequest. For more information on these options, please refer to page 5 of this booklet.


I give, devise and bequeath, free of all duties and taxes:

· Option 1. 

the whole of my estate (or _______ % of my estate) to People with Disability Australia Inc. for its general purposes

· Option 2: 

the rest and residue (or ________% of the residue of my estate) to People with Disability Australia Inc. for its general purposes

· Option 3: 

the sum of $________________, or my shares in________________, to People with Disability Australia Inc. for its general purposes 

· Option 4: 

my Property (or _________% of my property) situated at     ______________________________________________________________ to People with Disability Australia Inc. for its general purposes 
· Option 5: 

life insurance policy no. ___________ held by_________________________ to People with Disability Australia Inc. for its general purposes 

Letting us know
If you do decide to leave a bequest to PWD, by letting us know you will allow us to plan for the future. 
All information you provide to us will be treated in complete confidence, and does not at all bind you to your bequest should you wish to change your mind.
Contact 

You can contact PWD for more information about any of the contents of this booklet. We welcome your questions and feedback.
Phone: 02 9370 3100
Toll Free: 1800 422 015
Fax: 02 9318 1372
TTY: 02 9318 2138
TTY Toll Free: 1800 422 016
Email: pwd@pwd.org.au   
Street Address

52 Pitt Street
Redfern NSW
Australia
Office Hours: 9am - 5pm weekdays

Postal Address

PO Box 666
Strawberry Hills NSW 2012
Australia
“Thank you for considering making a bequest to PWD. Your support helps us in the fight to achieve a just, equal and accessible future for all people with disability”

Page 2 of 9

[image: image1.png]people with disability



