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MEDIA RELEASE

26th July 2010 




              For Immediate Release

Creating Tomorrow’s Leaders: PWD welcomes Government Initiative 
People with Disability Australia (PWD) welcomes the announcement by the Federal Government to fund new mentoring and leadership development programs for people with disability.  

“So often in Australia we see a lack of commitment by politicians and governments to recognise the leadership potential of people with disability, and the need to invest in governance programs and initiatives to enable us to partake in the decision-making processes that affect our lives. This has led to an overwhelmingly low percentage of people with disability in leadership roles in all sectors of society,” said Therese Sands, Executive Director of the Leadership Team, PWD.  
The new leadership program, announced on Saturday, will invest $3 million into providing 12-month intensive leadership support for up to 200 people with disability.

“There is still so much to be done, to make Australian society truly inclusive of people with disability, and meet the obligations the Australian Government signed up to under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD),” said Ms Sands.  
“This initiative is a positive step towards meeting these obligations, and a way in which Australian society can move closer to being socially just, fair and inclusive.”
The general obligations in CRPD state the pressing need for representative organisations of people with disability to be supported and actively engaged in governance, policy making, implementation and monitoring. Increasing the capacity of people with disability to lead, and in doing so, effectively engage with policy-making bodies, other organisations, and the broader community, is essential to allow Australia to meet its obligations under the convention. 

“PWD has for many years provided a great deal of assistance to people with disability in Australia and in the Asia-Pacific region, to develop the capacity for leadership and advocacy to support a stronger voice of people with disability in decision-making in our region,” said Ms Sands.   

“Because poor governance costs more than learning to govern well, PWD welcomes this announcement as a sound investment in building the capacity of people with disability to become community, business and political leaders.”
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.

