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MEDIA RELEASE

7 December 2010 




           For Immediate Release
Disability Rights Organisations launch National Shut In Campaign
People with Disability Australia (PWD), National Council on Intellectual Disability (NCID), the Victorian Advocacy League for Individuals with Disability (VALID) and Reinforce Self Advocacy were proud to launch the national Shut In Campaign on 3 December International Day of People with Disability.

Shut In is the national campaign to raise awareness about people with disability in institutions, to take action to close institutions and to advocate for housing and supports that enable people with disability to live in the community in the same way as everyone else.
The campaign brings together information and resources, personal stories from people who have lived in institutions, State and Territory reports on advocacy actions and events, and information about how to get involved in supporting the campaign.

Institutions for people with disability are in breach of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), in that they congregate, segregate and isolate people with disability from the wider community.
As part of Shut In, PWD has also launched the first of a series of Vodcasts calling on the NSW government to close all institutions in the state.

The powerful Vodcasts are available at: http://www.youtube.com/user/ShutInAustralia 
Our launch e-bulletin provided information about the campaign, who is involved, what the situation is in different States and Territories and how to get involved.  Further information is available on the Shut In website at www.shutin.org.au
For more information, contact:

Daphnee Cook

Communications and Membership Development Manager

People with Disability Australia Incorporated

Phone: 02 9370 3100      Toll Free: 1800 422 015

Email: daphneec@pwd.org.au
People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.

