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MEDIA RELEASE

3 December 2010 




           For Immediate Release
Closure of Institutions – longed-for reality or another promise to be broken?
People with Disability Australia (PWD) welcomes today’s announcement by the NSW Government that funding has been provided to enable all large residential centres to be closed by 2017 / 18.
“PWD has long advocated for real reform in the sector, which would ensure people with disability would no longer be housed in institutions, but would receive the supports they need to live and participate in the community”, says Jan Daisley, President of PWD.

“There appears to be a firm commitment to eradicate this outmoded form of accommodation, with a significant amount of funds allocated to enable people to be moved into housing in the community.  The closure of the institutions must happen as quickly as possible, as people with disability must be supported to live in housing that is equal to that of everyone else in the community.  That is our right under the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,” says Ms Daisley.

”But this is the third promise made by the NSW Government to close institutions since 1998.  Since then, we have seen the commitment weaken as closures have stalled, and we don’t want to see the Government creating new forms of congregate care to house people, based on their disability. We strongly urge the Government to keep its promise this time”.

PWD welcomes the commitment in Stronger Together 2 to choice, portability and flexibility in their support funding, and hopes that this will be available to those people who will be leaving congregate care settings once the large residential centres are closed.  PWD is, however, concerned that today’s policy announcement does not refer to the NSW Government’s obligations to comply with the Disability Services Act 1993 (NSW) or the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

“Without this commitment there remains the danger that people with disability will be required to live in rebuilt institutions on new or existing sites. We are keen to work with the Minister for Disability Services and the NSW Government to ensure this does not occur” says Ms Daisley.

For more information, contact:

Daphnee Cook

Communications and Membership Development Manager

People with Disability Australia Incorporated

Phone: 02 9370 3100      Toll Free: 1800 422 015

Email: daphneec@pwd.org.au
People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.

