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MEDIA RELEASE
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                      For Immediate Release
People with Disability say close institutions but NSW Government continues its regressive policy
People with Disability Australia (PWD) welcomes today’s release of the NSW Ombudsman report which has found that the rights of the 1600 people with disability still living in institutions in NSW are not being met.  PWD now calls on the NSW Government to meet its commitment, made 12 years ago, to close all institutions accommodating people with disability.
“PWD strongly supports the closure of institutions. However, PWD is increasingly concerned the promise to close institutions has been replaced by a commitment to redevelop NSW institutions.  NSW Government policy may purport to suggest that cluster housing and specific purpose facilities are different to old-style institutions, but they still congregate, segregate and isolate people with disability,” says Jan Daisley, President of PWD.

“They still do not comply with the Disability Services Act 1993 (NSW) (DSA), nor the recently ratified UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
“Rebuilding these institutions represents the most regressive disability policy to emerge in Australia in 30 years,” says Ms Daisley
PWD has long advocated for the complete closure of all institutions in Australia, as they are breach of human rights and are unacceptable housing and support options for people with disability.
These institutions violate the DSA, the objects of which require the Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care (ADHC) to ensure that housing and support for persons with disability enable them to live in and be a part of the community.
“Until a few years ago, the broad thrust of accommodation policy in Australia had been towards community living and genuine community inclusion. However, the NSW Government’s current policies have reversed this direction and now seek to re-establish so-called ‘contemporary’ forms of institutions that will ensnare future generations of persons with disability,” says Ms Daisley.    
“Residential institutions are no longer a vestige of the past - they are a dreadful spectre of the future.”
After many months of unsuccessful attempts to persuade successive Ministers for Disability Services that these redevelopments are contrary to the requirements of the Disability Services Act, 1993 (NSW) (DSA Act), PWD filed an application with the NSW Administrative Decisions Tribunal (ADT) formally seeking a review of the Minister’s decision to continue to operate the Grosvenor, Lachlan and Peat Island Centres, on the basis they were operating contrary to the requirements of the DSA Act. 
“People in NSW need to know that their taxes are going towards supporting accommodation for people with disability that violate human rights, violate NSW law, violate international human rights law and ignore the overwhelming social-scientific evidence against these models,” says Ms Daisley.
“PWD will continue to call for the NSW Government to adhere to its own legislation and close institutions once and for all.”
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
