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MEDIA RELEASE

17th August 2010 




                      For Immediate Release
The next Federal Government must end deplorably high rates of violence against people with disability 
People with Disability Australia (PWD) call on the next Australian Government to:
· Adopt a progressive National Abuse, Neglect and Violence Prevention Strategy, which is renewable every three years and is overseen by an expert advisory council that includes people with disability, with specific representation of women and girls with disability

· Establish a National Disability Abuse and Neglect Clearinghouse as part of this Strategy, which will collate data from a variety of sources, advise about policy, and undertake awareness raising and other training.

· Establish a detailed program, and associated funding program, to build the resilience of people with disability to abuse, neglect and exploitation. 

· Establish a National Abuse and Neglect Prevention Grants Program, to build the capacity of the community to prevent abuse, neglect and exploitation, and ensure appropriate responses to it when it does occur.

Problem:

Australia lacks a national coordinated strategic framework for the prevention and remedy of abuse, neglect and exploitation of persons with disability.  

Access to effective individual and systemic advocacy is crucial for persons with disability to resist and overcome abuse, neglect, violence and exploitation.  However, in many areas of Australia, there is no, or very limited, availability of such supports.  Even in areas where services do exist, there remains a very heavy unmet demand for individual advocacy.  
Solution:

The next Australian Government needs to provide develop a national coordinated strategic framework for the prevention of abuse, neglect and exploitation of persons with disability. To be effective, this needs to assist in the building of personal resilience of persons with disability to abuse, neglect and exploitation.  

Robust, disaggregated data collation also needs to occur, with this data feeding into systemic responses to stop abuse and neglect. 
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
