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MEDIA RELEASE

12th August 2010 




                      For Immediate Release
Making Rights Real - Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
As part of our Federal Election platform:

People with Disability Australia (PWD) call on the next Australian Government to:
· Develop a national human rights action plan that includes compliance with its obligations under CRPD.

· Conduct a thorough, critical review of domestic laws and policies to ensure their compatibility with the CRPD, and ensure this review is also taken in every state, territory and local government.

· Ensure that the National Disability Strategy is an ambitious work plan to deliver the practical rights outlined in CRPD.

· Introduce a comprehensive, judicially enforceable federal Human Rights Act.

· Provide the Australian Human Rights Commission with sufficient mandate and funds to review, investigate and enforce the rights enshrined in domestic human rights law.
The Problem:

Despite signing and ratifying the CRPD, Australia continues to fail to ensure people with disability enjoy their rights on an equal basis with others. No adequate action plan has been devised to ensure immediate compliance with civil and political rights, and no adequate strategy has been announced to progressively realise economic, cultural and social rights. 

The Solution:

A national human rights action plan is required to ensure all policy complies with our obligations under CRPD, and other human rights Conventions. 
All of the Government’s international human rights obligations need to be incorporated into domestic law, with a forward plan toward Constitutional entrenchment, to create a legal basis through which individuals can access their rights. 

It is crucial the Australian Government commits to realising the rights of people with disability, and ensuring that CRPD translates into positive effects for the day to day lives of people with disability.
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
