[image: image1.png]people with disability




MEDIA RELEASE

9 June 2010 




              


For Immediate Release



              
PWD challenges decision by NSW Government to redevelop institutions
“We believe the Peat Island Centre redevelopment and creation of new institutional models of supported accommodation does not conform to the requirements of the Disability Services Act 1993 NSW (DSA) and we are highly concerned to see such a plan receive funding from the NSW government,” says Jan Daisley, President of People with Disability Australia (PWD).

PWD is seeking an internal review of the Minister for Disability Services’ decision to approve financial assistance for the redevelopment of the Peat Island Centre, which currently houses some 77 residents with disability. The approval will see 20 of the residents moved from the Peat Island Centre to a cluster of four group homes run by the Sunnyfield Association at Wadalba on the Central Coast. The government is building another institution for 100 people at Hamlyn Terrace that will house remaining Peat Island Centre residents.  
“If this goes ahead we will see people being moved from one segregated form of housing for people with disability to another. The homes in Wadalba still cluster a large group of persons with disability together in one location and therefore in no way promotes their participation in the life of the local community through maximum physical and social integration, as required by the DSA,” says Ms Daisley.
“PWD is alarmed that the model of segregation has again been approved for funding by the NSW government, despite the well-documented fact that such practices in both government and non-government centres fail to adequately protect the human and legal rights, safety and dignity of residents. 
“Cluster housing models fail to promote independence and personal growth of people with disability, and are instead strongly associated with the loss of skills and the development of maladaptive and antisocial behaviours. They are also far more likely to result in the neglect, abuse and exploitation of persons with disability,” says Ms. Daisley.
The DSA requires all disability services to be provided in conformity with the Objects, Principles and the Applications of Principles of the Act. 

PWD contends that the Wadalba Group Homes redevelopment of the Peat Island Centre does not conform to the requirements set out by the DSA and to the human rights standards set out in Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and therefore should not receive government funding.
PWD also finds this move inconsistent with the recent NSW government endorsed launch of a DVD by Disability Enterprises Leura, which celebrates the successful closure of Greystanes Children’s Home, an institution like the Peat Island Centre, and the movement of its residents into the community. 
Greystanes Children’s Home was originally scoped to be redeveloped into large group homes which contravened the DSA. However, after being legally challenged by PWD and the NSW Council for Intellectual Disability, this proposal was rejected and the new service was forced to comply with the DSA.
“It is very distressing to see the NSW Government once again funding institutions which we believe are contrary to the spirit and intention of the DSA, and contrary to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, especially considering that they know how successful alternative housing services can be,” says Ms Daisley.
“Not only is this decision in breach of International conventions and standards, which Australia has ratified and is therefore arguably under an obligation to fulfil, but we also consider contravenes Object 3 of the DSA which states how institutional environments, such as that proposed by the redevelopment, fail to provide persons with disability with the conditions and support that will enable them to reach their maximum potential as members of the community and therefore should not receive any sort of government funding.” 
On 21 May 2010 PWD lodged an application with the Administrative Decisions Tribunal for a review of the Minister’s decision to fund the operation of the cluster group homes at Wadalba. 
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.
Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
