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Entitlement to assistance and support, not handouts
People with Disability Australia (PWD) congratulates Prime Minister Rudd for commissioning the Productivity Commission to undertake a feasibility study into long term care and support for people with disability in Australia.  

PWD President, Mr Robert Manga said that, “people with disability are struggling to obtain the assistance and services they need to live independently and productively in the community.  We are often on long waiting lists, feel obliged to accept services from a crisis driven system or are already at crisis point”.
“Rather than a hand-out, people with disability are entitled to life-long essential assistance and services.  We need to shift from a welfare system to one based on human rights.  A shift from being isolated in our communities, from being unable to get out of bed or obtain essential equipment, from being unable to go to school or get to work, to a system where we are entitled to the assistance and support necessary to live fully in our communities”.
The Australian Government has already recognised the human rights of people with disability through its ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
PWD looks forward to working with the Rudd Government on the development of scheme that will ensure people with disability can live meaningful lives on an equal basis with others in the Australian community. 
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