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When I was asked to launch this report by PWD, I was incredibly privileged, I thought, to be able to do that. There could have been any number of people in this state who could have been asked to do this - any person within government, minister, or head of department or anybody. But part of the reason I think it’s important that a politician is launching this today is that we have to send a very clear message across the board that enough is enough. Review after review, recommendations from Ombudsman’s, parliamentary inquiries, reviews of acts, you name it. You can keep doing this until you go blue in the face. The bottom line is that we have to completely change the thinking in relation to disability services in the state, we have to recognise those who are the most vulnerable,

For a long time politicians have expressed concerns on both sides of the house in relation to the care that’s been given to people with disabilities, particularly women with disabilities, in the boarding house scenario. 
We have seen too many reports. I have been in this role now for four years, and I am very conscious of the annual reporting back of the Ombudsman’s engagement in terms of reviewable deaths. Every year there has been a recommendation in relation to first aid support to people with disabilities who reside in those settings, and each year time and time again it’s a recommendation that is ignored. We’re talking about the basic provision of first aid! Let alone any compliance or monitoring that might go on in relation to the support required for somebody who is in this setting. The bottom line is that we’ve got to find a way around it. 
I’m a big believer in individualised funding, in that person centred approach as a means to get around the issues particularly when it comes to accommodation and institutionalisation. I think it’s a way to roll out this type of funding, and get some support to people in place so we can get them in a more appropriate accommodation setting. That’s my view, I think it’s recognised globally, it’s recognised in other jurisdictions, but not surprisingly it is not recognised in NSW.

Tomorrow when the Stronger Together plan is handed down and we see a funding announcement of the order of $2 billion plus, we will be looking very closely at how that funding arrangement is going to take place, but also we are going to look at the process of devolution. I say that as the Shadow Minister that’ll be the areas that we particularly focus on in the next 24 hours in terms of what the government’s policy setting are in relation to Stronger Together. I want to also say up front that from the Liberals and Nationals perspective we are committed to that funding arrangement. But I can’t give an iron clad guarantee that we’re going to stick to the same policy settings within the plan if we’re all unhappy with the nature of that plan. I don’t think there has been enough consultation that has gone on into that plan, and as a result of that I’m not convinced that we’re going to see some of the policy settings required to be able to combat and deal with the information that is contained in this report.

I wanted to flag that with you because I think there is that important process that’s required in terms of reviewing the recommendations out of report, making sure there is an alignment with Stronger Together and that plan, and making sure that we start to address these real issues.

In terms of the review of the regulations of the legislation that underpin the governance of licenced boarding houses in the state (the 31 remaining boarding houses that still house 700 people) a fundamental review is necessary in terms of looking at those regulations. I’m committed to that. I’m not a lawyer so I don’t profess to be a legal expert in this but I do think that based on the advice I’m getting back from PWD it is necessary. I think that’s fundamental and that obviously forms part of the recommendations in terms of this report. 
The bottom line is that we’re all here today because we’re concerned about those people in a vulnerable position. The government needs to take note of the recommendations within this report. Its needs to engage with all those agencies that are listed in here and have some responsibility. More broadly, the Liberals and Nationals have recognised there are some issues with boarding houses more generally and in terms of the regulations that govern those, and my particular focus does relate to the licenced boarding houses. I think it’s important to recognise those organisation that have been involved in the DDV project obviously PWD, also the NSW Network of Women with Disability; Newtown Neighbourhood Centre – Active Linking Initiative program; University of NSW Social Policy Research Centre; NSW Government, Human Services, Ageing, Disability and Home Care - Metro South Region; Liverpool Women’s Health Centre; Homeless Persons’ Legal Service - Public Interest Advisory Centre; NSW Government, NSW Trustee and Guardian, Justice and Attorney General; Women’s Legal Services NSW - Domestic Violence Advocacy Service; Official Community Visitor and  NSW Office for Women’s Policy. It is important to recognise that all those organisations have made a contribution to this. 
From my perspective there is a need to really look at this issue and resolve it once and for all and as I said there are means to be able to achieve that, reflecting on the funding arrangements but also reflecting on compliance and monitoring. 

I share all of your concerns in relation to devolution; the government’s lost its way and the bottom line is it’s lost its way because it all got too hard. We are working within a system which I think is in major need of an overhaul – fresh change, a means to empower the individual to take charge of their own lives.

We don’t want to see a devolution take place with no solutions at the end of it, in terms of catering to people, in terms of good community support, and that’s an important principle because we’ve seen too many mistakes made in public policy in the past. 

I am very very keen to work with PWD and other organisations into the future and deal with this.

